AN OUTLINE
forces for decisive action, a concerted attack was
Constantinople by the Avar Khagan, supported by
Bulgarian contingents, and by the Persian army w
occupied Chalcedon. Fortunately there was no disaffection
within the city; Heraclius had united Church and State in
eager support for his crusade, and the inhabitants put up a
desperate defence. Byzantine sea-power in the straits was
perhaps the decisive factor in averting disaster. The Slav
boats which had entered the Golden Horn were disabled, and
effective contact between the European and Asiatic assailants
was rendered impossible. After suffering heavy losses, the
Khagan was forced to withdraw. The defeat was significant,
for Avar supremacy in the Balkans declined from this point.
The Slav tribes successively gained independence, and until
the rise of the Bulgarian Empire no centralized aggression "
endangered the Danubian provinces.
The following year saw the advance of Heraclius into the
heart of Persia. A glorious victory was gained near Mosul,
and although Ctesiphon, the Sassanid capital, could not be
reached, the next spring brought news of Persian revolution
and the murder of the Great King. His successor was
obliged to conclude peace, and all the territory annexed by
Persia was restored to the Empire. Egypt, Syria, and Asia
Minor were freed from the invader, and the True Cross
returned to its resting-place at Jerusalem. In 629 Hera-
clius entered his capital in a blaze of glory, and the triumph
of the Christian Empire was universally recognized. Rome's
only rival in the ancient world had been overthrown, and six
years of fighting had raised Byzantium from the depths of
humiliation to a position unequalled since the great days of
Justinian.
The defeat of Persia was followed closely by events even
more spectacular, which changed the whole course of history,
and ushered in the Middle Ages of Byzantium, At the death
of Muhammad in 632 his authority scarcely extended beyond
the Hedjaz. Within a few years, however, the impetus of his
movement, reinforced by economic conditions in the Arabian
peninsula, had produced a centrifugal explosion, driving in
every direction small bodies of mounted raiders in quest of
food, plunder, and conquest. The old empires were in no